
Once Upon a Time an Anthropologist Wrote 

A Brief Reflection on Egypt As A Woman 
December 2, 2008 at 12:58 am (Books) (Gender, Nationalism)  

Beth Baron answers in her book Egypt as a woman: 

Nationalism, Gender, and Politics an interesting question, which 

is why Egypt is seen as a woman? She uses historical analysis 

and cultural ones to answer this question. She believes that 

Egypt is seen as a woman for many reasons some are 

historical and others are cultural. The Egyptian nationalists 

during 1919 until 1940s played a great role in using these two 

elements to provoke Egyptians to see Egypt as a woman. In 

chapter four: Photography and the Press, Baron describes the 

nation as imagined as Anderson states. Also, she is 

emphasizes on Anderson’s notion print capitalism which helped 

in building imagined political community. As she states, “this 

trove of images circulated widely throughout Egypt in the first few 

decades of twentieth century, helping to shape political identity” (Baron: 82). In addition, 

“the new visual culture mapped the nation, familiarizing the viewer with its physical 

geography and human demography and generating new nationalist symbols and 

leaders” (Baron: 82). 

The intellectual Egyptian women, the feminist movement, and the other parties, such as 

Islamists agreed that Egypt is a woman; however; the feminists and the intellectual women 

wanted to link the honor of the woman with her class and status rather than her body. 

Pomes were very powerful weapon that Egyptian nationalists used to resist the 

colonization. Honor with its different meanings and connotations were the main theme of 

the pomes. Baron gives three main Arabic equivalents to the word honor, which are 

karama, sharaf and ird. Each of them has a different connotation. The author illustrates that 

although the Egyptian women played a very positive role in the colonization, and they 

created their own political culture, they were not allowed to participate in nation- state later. 

Nationalism is built around family honor and female purity. Nationalists use these cultural 

materials to promote a sense of national honor. Further, nationalists used the classical 

and colloquial language and multiple forms of oral and other media- speeches and 

poems to create the sense of national honor which is linked to the women’s honor and 

purity (Baron: 44). The author states that the rape by an enemy had political and personal 

results. Moreover, the dishonor to the women and her family became a collective one. 

Rape and prostitution brought dishonor to a woman’s family. As in prostitution a woman is 

willing party, she paid a high price in punishment. Interwar press published many stories 

of prostitutes killed by their relatives. The press showed these killers are heroes rather 

than criminals. Feminists were afraid to be seen as prostitutes because they were 

unveiled and mixing in the society. The feminists’ movement along with the Muslim 

brotherhood and other parties were against legalizing prostitution in Egypt because it 

dishonored the nation. Egyptians agreed that the nation was to be represented as a 

woman; they disagreed as which women would be chosen and what being a woman 
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meant.

Fatima Rashid, Labiba Ahmad, and Huda Sha’rawi are some of the early nationalists 

Egyptian women, who the author mentions in the book. They stressed on the honor of the 

nation and the role of the Egyptian women. For instance, quoting the author, Rashid said 

that “educated women in their capacity as a mother had a duty to spread nationalist 

sentiment”, labiba Ahmad has a famous phrase which is “national pride”. Huda Sha’rawi’s 

famous quote: “defending our national honor”. Egypt was represented in the cartoon as a 

young female, infant, pharanic queen, or peasant. Promoting Egypt as a young woman 

was a great tool to mobilize the young generations as they easily identify with images, 

which mirrored their spirits. Egypt was seen as a woman and it is reflected in the cartoons, 

on the stamps, and statues.
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December 21, 2008 at 2:37 am  

[...] Story of Egyptian Feminism As in my earlier post, I tried to capture the main theme 

of  Beth Baron’s book Egypt as a woman: Nationalism, [...] 
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 antropologi.info - 
anthropology in the news 
blog 

● Humain Terrain anthropologist 

attacked in Afghanistan has 

died January 10, 2009

(via ‘Ilm al-insaan) An 

anthropologist embedded with 

the U.S. Army in Afghanistan to 

help soldiers understand local 

customs has died more than 

two months after she was 

doused with fuel and set on 

fire, according to ap. 

Anthropologist Paula Loyd, 36, 

had been chatting with an 

Afghan man about fuel prices 

when he suddenly attacked her. 

She worked for contr […] 
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 Teaching Anthropology 

● Update: Expansion of Use of 

Anthropologists at Air University 

January 9, 2009

Inside Higher Education reports 

that in a bid to create a more 

"Cross-Culturally Competent Air 

Force", according to their SACS 

(Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools) 

accreditation report. Their intent 

is to start a sort of clearing-

house training center headed by 

a psychologist (!) to reinforce 

efforts to create culture-based 

content course […] 

 Open Access 
Anthropology 

● Big OA Journal Effort Underway 

in India December 28, 2008

(cross-posted from 

www.jasonbairdjackson.com) 

An ambitious gold open access 

journal publishing effort for 

folkloristics and neighboring 

fields (ethnomusicology, tribal 

studies, regional studies, and 

performance studies) is 

underway in India. The National 

Folklore Support Centre is using 

Open Journal Systems to host 

fourteen journals, both new and 

established […] 

 another anthro blog 

● writing ethnography class 

January 7, 2009

The new year has begun, and I 

could easily have missed it. I 

return home to my official 

studies on the 12th, but classes 

began on the 5th, so I asked 

some classmates to keep me up 

to date and they were kind 

enough to let me know I have a 

20 page paper on [...]

 Culture Matters 

● Call for films/photo 

documentaries on the 

multicultural city January 8, 

2009

The Student Equity, Excellence 

and Diversity Initiative (SEED) at 

the University of Hawai’i at 

Manoa has just put out a call for 
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video and photo presentations 

on the theme of the ‘multicultural 

city’.  Sounds like an exciting 

venture.  Here are the details: 

Diversity in Place: Making 

Documentaries on the 

Multicultural City April 24th, 2009 

ht […] 

 Neuroanthropology 

● Months of the Year: 

Neuroanthropology 2008 

January 9, 2009

Making the work of a blog more 

accessible than the front page 

is a challenge. One solution is a 

systematic accounting of the 

work we’ve done here (for 

other ways to explore, check 

out our forthcoming fun prizes, 

examples & theory page, and 

our popular posts). This post 

takes you month-by-month 

through our [...]

 Somatosphere 

● New contributors: one more 

week January 8, 2009

If you're interested in writing on 

Somatosphere, either as a 

regular contributor or as a 

guest, you have one more 

week--until January 15--to get 

in touch with us. Please take a 

look at the original call for 

contributors, and feel free to 

forward it to anyone you think 

might be interested.

 Savage Minds: Notes 
and Queries in 
Anthropology â  A 
Group Blog 

● The New Anthrosource January 

9, 2009

is here. I would say something 

about it, but I would have to 

stop sobbing uncontrollably. 

 In Focus: Reflections 
on Anthropology News 

● New AN CFP: Military Veterans 

December 30, 2008

Anthropology News seeks 

contributions for a thematic 

issue on veterans of military 

conflicts. We welcome 
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proposals from all areas of 

anthropology; by 

anthropologists who study, 

work with or teach veterans; 

and by anthropologists who are 

veterans themselves, in the US 

or internationally. This topic 

includes not only veterans as 

traditionally conceived, but al 

[…] 

 AAA Public Affairs 

● IAF Fellowships for Dissertation 

Research January 5, 2009

The Inter-American Foundation 

(IAF) is accepting applications 

for its 2009-10 fellowship 

cycle.Deadline: Jan. 16, 

2009IAF fellowships support 

dissertation research in Latin 

America and the Caribbean by 

students who have achieved 

PhD candidacy in the US.Topics 

of interest to the IAF include the 

following:- Organizations 

promoting grassroots 

development among […] 

 Erkan's Field Diary 

● Peter Watkins January 10, 2009

Peter Watkins is a new find for 

me. The War Game is an 

excellent docu-drama. This DVD 

contains both the War Game 

and Culloden, another stunning 

take... He has this specific style 

that gives documentaries a 

fictional touch. Other notable 

movies I have seen 

recently: Salaire de la peur, Le 

(1953)Fukush  suruwa 

wareniari (1979)Body of Lies 

(2008): It is like a […] 

 Society for Linguistic 
Anthropology 

● Call for submissions for the 

Sapir Prize February 27, 2008

The Edward Sapir Book Prize 

was established in 2001 and is 

awarded in alternate years to a 

book that makes the most 

significant contribution to our 

understanding of language in 

society, or the ways in which 

language mediates historical or 

contemporary sociocultural 

processes. The SLA invites 
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books with conceptual and 

theoretical focus, as well as [...]

 media/anthropology 

● Exploring sociality January 8, 

2009

In 2003-2004 I carried out 

fieldwork in USJ (short for UEP 

Subang Jaya), a recently 

completed middle-class suburb 

of Kuala Lumpur, in Malaysia. 

The initial aim was to find out 

whether new digital 

technologies were making any 

significant difference to the 

governance of this multiethnic 

locality, especially to its 

processes of ethnic identity 

formation. What [ […] 

 Cyber Anthropology 

● An interesting trend… 

December 3, 2008

This semester I am taking 

Design Anthropology. I took this 

class as an undergrad and it is 

one of the reasons why I chose 

to pursue my masters in 

anthropology. The experience in 

working with a tech company, 

in both cases Motorola, on a 

real research issue where we 

go out and do field work [...]

 Material World 

● Colin Turnbull's MC legacies 

January 8, 2009

Patrick Laviolette, SVMC, 

Massey University Book review 

of: Grinker, Roy Richard, In the 

Arms of Africa: The Life of Colin 

M. Turnbull. Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 2001 [2000]. 

xii + 368 pp. The famous 

anthropologist Colin Turnbull 

began to establish himself in the 

US through his first post as the 

African curator for the 

American Museum of Natura 

[…] 

 Anthropologist About 
Town 

● Diary for 8th January to 14th 

January 2009 January 7, 2009

THURSDAY 8TH JANUARY - A 

view on IraqThis week begins 
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with the book launch of a text 

called 'What kind of Liberation? 

Women and the Occupation of 

Iraq'. Organised by Open 

Shutters, an participatory media 

organisation, the book is a 

collection of written testimony 

and photography produced by 

Iraqi women in the time since 

since the US invasion. It ai […] 

 AnthroBlogs 

● Introducing Native 

Anthropologist May 21, 2008

My name is Olumide Abimbola. I 

am a Nigerian PhD candidate at 

the Max Planck Institute for 

Social Anthropology, 

Halle/Saale, Germany. I have an 

MA in Development Studies from 

the Department of Government, 

Uppsala University, Sweden. 

My research is on informal 

transborder trade in used 

clothing between the Republic 

of Bénin and Nigeria. 

Theoretically, I am […] 

 Disparate 

● Back in Mac: Low End Edition 

January 7, 2009

I'm happy to go "back in Mac," 

even on a low end machine.

 Native Anthropologist 

● Freakonomics on Gifting 

January 4, 2009

Happy 2009!! I promise that this 

year will see me doing more on 

this blog. I am just getting home 

after a few days away. Things 

seem to be firing up in my brain, 

and tomorrow I will find out how 

really fired up the brain is. 

Before I left I read a post on the 

Freakonomics blog over at the 

New York Times website. I 

probably should say that I have 

been dal […] 

 Anthropologist 
Community 

● Bikers wear fruit shells to avoid 

helmet law January 9, 2009

KANO, Nigeria (Reuters) - Police 

in Nigeria have arrested scores 

of motorcycle taxi riders with 
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dried fruit shells, paint pots or 

pieces of rubber tire tied to their 

heads with string to avoid a 

new law requiring them to wear 

helmets.The regulations have 

caused chaos around Africa's 

most populous nation, with 

motorcyclists complaining 

helmets are too ex […] 

 Anthropology.net 

● 1 Million Unique Visitors To 

Anthropology.net! November 29, 

2008

Anthropology.net has gone 

platinum. With the help of guest 

bloggers and regular 

contributors, I have hosted 

1,000,000 unique visitors since 

March of 2007. For a highly 

specialized niche site with no 

advertisement campaign I 

consider this milestone a 

success. But, I’m going to bid 

blogging adieu because I have 

been accepted to medical 

school. Once I [.. […] 

 Nomadic Thoughts 

● Welcome home December 22, 

2007

Earlier this week I packed up my 

father's pickup truck and 

headed north from Florida to my 

hometown, Winston-Salem, 

North Carolina...for the last time. 

It's good to be back in a place 

with hills, colored leaves, and 

cold weather during the winter 

months. The next several 

weeks will be spent tying up 

some loose ends with my 

thesis, applying for grad […] 

 Podcasts from the 
SfAA 

● Selecting the Sessions to be 

Recorded at the 2009 Annual 

Meeting January 5, 2009

Happy New Year! Planning for 

the 2009 round of SfAA 

Podcasts is now underway.   

We’re asking for your help in 

selecting the 20 sessions that 

will be recorded so that we can 

ensure a wide range of topics 

and interests are covered. 

Suggested selection criteria 
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